
 

 

 
 

Join Us to Stand Up For Organic Certification in New 
Hampshire on January 16th! 

 
New Hampshire’s organic farming community is seeking support from the public at 
upcoming legislative hearings on Tuesday, January 16th relative to proposed bills 
concerning organic certification in the Granite State. Farmers across the state are 
making plans to testify in-person at the Legislative Office Building (33 North State St, 
Concord NH 03301) and online in support of the following bills, and are urging 
community members to do the same: 
  

• 10:00am – 11:00am, HB1184-FN-A: relative to making an appropriation 
to the organic certification program. 

• 11:00am – 11:30am, HB1618-FN: mandating a cooperative agreement 
with USDA for “organic” certification. 

  
Additionally, farmers are testifying in opposition to a bill that would do away with 
organic certification at the state level in New Hampshire: 
  

• 11:30am – 12:00pm, HB1578: relative to organic food certification and 
labeling 

 

We're sharing some tips about how to testify in person and online: 
 

https://gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/remotetestimony/default.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/billText.aspx?id=1193&type=4
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/billText.aspx?id=1560&type=4
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/billText.aspx?id=1255&type=4
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VsGhrZ_QUG6nNHHWF1WUl5oMAvsVCCl4ktymjZV9BG3-TWsrGA6hVcTIQrOtAaXr12MJyMXNuooCI_F-WAT5njJKF4Jo0et9J7997-iB_AnZb6hMJ5EKxt01Rv-z9bPI2AQj5avPAgBiu8SoomWKxBgkqqS7JATUI8x253XWvB8=&c=Nh082E_Vv69Mw7aWiM1c1uWjCOZMXDWWOMw32gZPKGcFk2MpAWyYSg==&ch=U7egtliyEeZcX5pRm9BdOqXThPyB_b2O_zq3pbIaqdo2jn6xwQWL3Q==


 
 

 

Testify In Person at the Legislative Office Building on January 
16th! 

 
We recommend that you write your own testimony ahead of time. We have developed 
the following prompts to help you write your own, customized testimony. Your 
personalized testimony really has an impact on legislators! 
 

Prompts for Writing Your Own Testimony: 
 

• Please share why organic farms and support from the state are important to 
NH and the agriculture community.  

• Why is a NH organic brand important to you? 
• Why is it important to you that the state supports organic certification 

services for NH's organic farmers? 
 

Here are a few sample testimonies. If you don't have time to write your own testimony, 
feel free to use one or a combination of these. 
 

SAMPLE TESTIMONIES 

 

Supporting HB1184-FN-A & HB1618-FN   
Organic food is a growing sector of the agricultural economy worldwide. In the U.S., 
sales of organic food products generated $52 billion in 2021 alone. New Hampshire has 
been supporting our state's organic farmers by providing organic certification services 
through the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food 
(NHDAMF). This service provides a New Hampshire organic brand and identity for 
organic producers and their products. Today, NHDAMF certifies New Hampshire 
farmers for organic crops. It is important to New Hampshire organic farmers that the 
state preserves this agricultural service and continues to make it affordable for 
producers. By continuing to offer organic certification services at the state level, New 
Hampshire can actively support this growing sector of the agricultural economy. I stand 
in solidarity with New Hampshire organic farmers who seek continued, affordable 
organic certification services at the state.   
  



Opposing HB1578 

Organic food is a growing sector of the agricultural economy worldwide. In the U.S., 
sales of organic food products generated $52 billion in 2021 alone. New Hampshire has 
been supporting our state's organic farmers by providing organic certification services 
through the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food 
(NHDAMF). This service provides a New Hampshire organic brand and identity for 
organic producers and their products. Today, NHDAMF certifies New Hampshire 
farmers for organic crops. It is important to New Hampshire organic farmers that the 
state preserves this agricultural service and continues to make it affordable for 
producers. Repealing the organic certification services provided by NHDAMF 
would pose a hardship for farmers who are currently utilizing this service, as it would 
require them to switch certifiers mid-season. I stand in solidarity with New Hampshire 
organic farmers who seek continued, affordable organic certification services at the 
state.  
  
Supporting HB1184-FN-A & HB1618-FN  OR  Opposing HB1578 

Organic agriculture benefits all citizens of New Hampshire — by growing healthy foods, 
increasing soil health, preventing water contamination, and helping mitigate climate 
changes, to name a few. These benefits are well documented through research. The 2022 
Organic Report from the USDA shows over 10,000 certified organic acres in crops and 
almost 9,000 acres in pasture in New Hampshire. Organic certification is an important 
tool for these farmers to market their products. Don’t let this program die. Please keep 
NHDAMF organic certification a viable option for our New Hampshire farmers. 
 
 

On January 16th, bring your written testimony to the Legislative Office Building at 33 
North Main Street in Concord, NH. All the bill hearings above will be held in Room 301-
303. 
 

You will be able to sign up to give testimony once you are at the building - even if you 
don't get a chance to speak, signing in and indicating which bills you support or oppose 
really helps! 
 
 

Testify Online on January 16th! 
 
To testify online, click here. 
 

Step 1: Personal Information 

• Fill out your name, town, and email address 
Step 2: Select Date of the Hearing 

• Select January 16 on the calendar 
Step 3: Select Bill 

• Select "House Environment and Agriculture" 
• Select "10:00am-HB1184," "11:00 am-HB1618," or "11:30am-

HB1578" 
• Select "A Member of the Public"  
• Leave "Myself" selected (unless officially representing an organization)  
• Select "I Support This Bill" for HB1184 & HB1618 
• Select "I Oppose This Bill" for HB1578 

Step 4: Upload Remote Testimony (Optional) 
• You have the option to either upload a document or type in testimony. Use 

the prompts and sample above to guide you! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VsGhrZ_QUG6nNHHWF1WUl5oMAvsVCCl4ktymjZV9BG3-TWsrGA6hVd5xFuEtstf8T9Ae-xsvMwhNZg0vVlAhXPys9I_IDsBEssU3RgIKZm4a_bpfD4cNBw2FPzWsj3rqTFxvLP2mmJu25yYReGfNpjNqCk5rEhIIA4Yj_aQ96HJ51mH-Wze4-uLsfzCGHakrqePj6H2cbww6yKn7DBSR-cGn5gIJj1VJ&c=Nh082E_Vv69Mw7aWiM1c1uWjCOZMXDWWOMw32gZPKGcFk2MpAWyYSg==&ch=U7egtliyEeZcX5pRm9BdOqXThPyB_b2O_zq3pbIaqdo2jn6xwQWL3Q==


Step 5: Final Review 

• Click "Submit" 
You did it! Thank you for standing up for Organic Ag in NH! 
 

Remote testimony can be submitted through 11:59 pm on January 16th! 
 

You can add the January 16th hearings to your calendar and live stream the hearings 
here. 
 

(See image below for an example of how to testify online.) 
 

 
 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VsGhrZ_QUG6nNHHWF1WUl5oMAvsVCCl4ktymjZV9BG3-TWsrGA6hVd5xFuEtstf85s7CT0S-krXzvdNzYAAvd3jIZ33CD52PpLtCDkBOgJKPyiCZFx8zgiO6tcjzu8RHNZoitxNPqOHSrorBxlLvzVDVlFuoPy0vHMBTmct5TUPDx2_ayU6SFhetT6XmFr9BUkuXyJB4sAsCgP2Rmzd-ThuTIXOAYh-oqxTXonHqAmA=&c=Nh082E_Vv69Mw7aWiM1c1uWjCOZMXDWWOMw32gZPKGcFk2MpAWyYSg==&ch=U7egtliyEeZcX5pRm9BdOqXThPyB_b2O_zq3pbIaqdo2jn6xwQWL3Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VsGhrZ_QUG6nNHHWF1WUl5oMAvsVCCl4ktymjZV9BG3-TWsrGA6hVd5xFuEtstf85s7CT0S-krXzvdNzYAAvd3jIZ33CD52PpLtCDkBOgJKPyiCZFx8zgiO6tcjzu8RHNZoitxNPqOHSrorBxlLvzVDVlFuoPy0vHMBTmct5TUPDx2_ayU6SFhetT6XmFr9BUkuXyJB4sAsCgP2Rmzd-ThuTIXOAYh-oqxTXonHqAmA=&c=Nh082E_Vv69Mw7aWiM1c1uWjCOZMXDWWOMw32gZPKGcFk2MpAWyYSg==&ch=U7egtliyEeZcX5pRm9BdOqXThPyB_b2O_zq3pbIaqdo2jn6xwQWL3Q==

